
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Illinois Gives Tax Credit Act (Public Act 103-0592), effecƟve January 1, 2025, provides a 25% Illinois income 
tax credit to individuals and businesses who make donaƟons to permanent endowment funds at Qualified 
Community FoundaƟons (QCFs). The program aims to boost local philanthropy with a maximum credit of 
$100,000 per donor per year, capped at $5 million annually statewide 

Illinois taxpayers—including individuals, joint filers, corporaƟons, partnerships, trusts and estates—are eligible 
for the Illinois Gives Tax Credit. 

ContribuƟons must be made to a permanent endowment at a Qualified Community FoundaƟon (QCF) in 
Illinois, which is a registered 501(c)(3) public charity approved by the Illinois Department of Revenue (IDOR) to 
receive donaƟons for permanent, Illinois-focused endowments.  

Taxpayers interested in making a qualifying giŌ must request a ContribuƟon AuthorizaƟon CerƟficate (CAC) 
through MyTaxIllinois. Once a CAC is granted, a qualifying giŌ must be made within 10 days.  

 

QUESTIONS? 

The Illinois Gives contact for The Lake County Community FoundaƟon is: 

Maria Sievert, CFRE, CAP® 
Director of Development 
maria@lakecountycf.org 
847-377-0520 Ext. 21 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE: REQUESTING A CONTRIBUTION AUTHORIZATION 
CERTIFICATE (CAC) IN MYTAXILLINOIS 

 

STEP 1: Request a LeƩerID to create a MyTaxIllinois account. Already have an account? See step 3. 

a. Visit MyTaxIllinois: hƩps://mytax.illinois.gov/_/ and click Sign Up 

 

b. Follow the MyTaxIllinois prompts to request the LeƩer ID to acƟvate your account. 
 



 

 

 
 

c. Once your LeƩer ID request is completed, your screen will look like the sample below. Your LeƩer ID 
will arrive via mail (USPS) within 7-10 business days. 

 

 

STEP 2: AcƟvate your MyTaxIllinois account using your LeƩerID. 

a. Once you receive your LeƩer ID via mail, visit MyTaxIllinois. Using your LeƩer ID, follow the steps listed 
on your LeƩer ID to acƟvate your account. When you are finished acƟvaƟng your account, you should 
see this confirmaƟon screen below. 

 



 

 

STEP 3: Request a ContribuƟon AuthorizaƟon CerƟficate (CAC).  

a. Log into your MyTaxIllinois account. On your home screen (below) click View more account opƟons. 
 

 
 

b. On the next screen, click Contribute to Illinois Gives. 

 
 



 

 

c. Follow the prompts on the screen below to request your ContribuƟon AuthorizaƟon CerƟficate (CAC). 

 
 
 

d. Enter contribuƟon details, ensuring you choose the correct Qualified Community FoundaƟon (QCF). 
 

 
 



 

 

e. Hit Submit. A confirmaƟon screen will appear. CAC approval is granted automaƟcally as long as 
donaƟon thresholds have not been met. You should receive an email noƟficaƟon of CAC approval 
shortly aŌer your submission. 

 

STEP 4: Make your contribuƟon within the 10-day due date outlined on your CAC and 
provide the Qualified Community FoundaƟon (QCF) with a copy of your CAC. 

 


