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Chicago Civic Club’s 6-County Region:

• Cook County 

• Lake County 

• DuPage County 

• Kane County

• Will County 

• McHenry County
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Rewarding Work



Upward Mobility Initiative
5



Upward Mobility Initiative
6



Upward Mobility Initiative
7



Upward Mobility Initiative
8



Upward Mobility Initiative
9

Ratio of the share of total home values 
owned by a racial or ethnic group to the 
share of households of the same group

This metric reflects the structural inequities in access 
to wealth among different racial and ethnic groups. 
Home value is based on the primary residence home 
and is self-reported. This metric does not account for 
the extent of mortgage debt, and does not account 
for other important demographic variations, such as 
differences in age composition across racial and 
ethnic groups. As such, this metric may not fully 
reflect the size of the housing wealth gap. 
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High-Quality Education
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Opportunity-Rich & Inclusive Neighborhoods
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Disagregated by Tenure
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Of public-school children who experienced homeless during the school year, the share 
by Race/Ethnicity
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Healthy Environment & Access to Good Health Care



Upward Mobility Initiative
24



Upward Mobility Initiative
25



Upward Mobility Initiative
26

Disaggregated by Race/Ethnicity
Disaggregated by Mother's Education
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Disaggregated by Race/Ethnicity of Neighborhoods
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Responsive & Just Governance
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Location Black non-
Hispanic elected 
officials

Black non-
Hispanic residents

Ratio

Cook County, IL ?? 22.6% ?? : 22.6%

DuPage County, IL ?? 4.8% ?? : 4.8%

Kane County, IL ?? 5.1% ?? : 5.1%

Lake County, IL ?? 6.5% ?? : 6.5%

McHenry County, IL ?? 1.5% ?? : 1.5%

Will County, IL ?? 11.2% ?? : 11.2%

Location
Black non-
Hispanic 
(denominator)

Hispanic 
(denominator)

Other race or 
ethnicity 
(denominator)

White non-
Hispanic 
(denominator)

Cook County, IL 22.6% 25.6% 10.1% 41.6%

DuPage County, IL 4.8% 14.5% 15.2% 65.4%

Kane County, IL 5.1% 32.2% 6.4% 56.3%

Lake County, IL 6.5% 22.3% 11.2% 59.9%

McHenry County, IL 1.5% 13.8% 5.2% 79.5%

Will County, IL 11.2% 18.1% 8.6% 62.0%

Example of ratio calculations 
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Disaggregated by Race/Ethnicity
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Upward Mobility Initiative Resources

The Upward Mobility 
Framework

• Restoring the American Dream: What 
Would It Take to Dramatically Increase 
Mobility from Poverty? – from the US 
Partnership on Mobility from Poverty

• The Upward Mobility Framework 
• Boosting Upward Mobility: Metrics to 

Inform Local Action (technical 
appendix; first edition)

• Upward Mobility Virtual Workshop: 
Overview

• Evidence Resource 
Library [forthcoming]

Using the Mobility Metrics and 
other local data

• Upward Mobility Data Dashboard  
• Data Catalog and GitHub  
• Upward Mobility Virtual Workshop: 

Mobility Metrics  
• Mobility Metrics Selection Criteria and 

Available Data  
• Six Ways to Use the Mobility Metrics  
• How to Examine Your Mobility Metrics  
• Obtaining More Local Data
• Using the Mobility Metrics data for 

research

Strategies for increasing
upward mobility

• Boosting Upward Mobility: Exemplars 
(examples of successful programs)

• Boosting Mobility and Advancing Equity 
Through Systems Change

• Boosting Upward Mobility: A Planning 
Guide for Local Action

• Mobility Action Plans from the Upward 
Mobility Cohort

• Creating Mobility from Poverty: An 
Overview of Strategies

• Promising Local Policy Interventions
• Upward Mobility Virtual Workshop: 

Local Action

https://www.mobilitypartnership.org/restoring-american-dream.html
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/framework
http://upward-mobility.urban.org/boosting-upward-mobility-metrics-inform-local-action-second-edition
http://upward-mobility.urban.org/boosting-upward-mobility-metrics-inform-local-action-second-edition
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/boosting-upward-mobility-metrics-inform-local-action-second-edition-technical-report
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/boosting-upward-mobility-metrics-inform-local-action-second-edition-technical-report
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/boosting-upward-mobility-metrics-inform-local-action
https://www.urban.org/events/upward-mobility-virtual-workshops
http://upward-mobility.urban.org/dashboard
https://datacatalog.urban.org/dataset/mobility-metrics-data-for-the-upward-mobility-framework
https://github.com/UI-Research/mobility-from-poverty
https://www.urban.org/events/upward-mobility-virtual-workshops
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/upward-mobility-data-dashboard-appendix
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/upward-mobility-data-dashboard-appendix
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/mobility-metrics/using-metrics
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/mobility-metrics/examining-metrics
http://upward-mobility.urban.org/mobility-metrics/local-data
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/using-mobility-metrics-data-research-new-data-support-mobility-poverty
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/using-mobility-metrics-data-research-new-data-support-mobility-poverty
http://upward-mobility.urban.org/boosting-upward-mobility-exemplars
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/boosting-mobility-and-advancing-equity-through-systems-change
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/boosting-mobility-and-advancing-equity-through-systems-change
https://www.mobilitypartnership.org/publications/creating-mobility-poverty-overview-strategies.html
https://www.mobilitypartnership.org/publications/creating-mobility-poverty-overview-strategies.html
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/mobility-action-plans
https://www.mobilitypartnership.org/publications/creating-mobility-poverty-overview-strategies.html
https://www.mobilitypartnership.org/publications/creating-mobility-poverty-overview-strategies.html
https://upward-mobility.urban.org/framework
https://www.urban.org/events/upward-mobility-virtual-workshops
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